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The memory of his childhood suddenly grew dim. He tried to call forth some of its vivid
moments but could not. He recalled only names: Dante, Parnell, Clane, Clongowes. A little
boy had been taught geography by an old woman who kept two brushes in her wardrobe.

Then he had been sent away from home to a college (98).
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Stephen Dedalus
Class of Elements
Clongowes Wood College
Sallins
County Kildare
Ireland
Europe
The World
The Universe (12)
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Stephen Dedalus is my name,
Ireland is my nation,
Clongowes is my dwellingplace

And heaven my expectation. (13)
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They lived in Clane, a fellow said: there were little cottages there and he had seen a
woman standing at the halfdoor of a cottage with a child in her arms, as the cars had come
past from Sallins. It would be lovely to sleep for one night in that cottage before the fire

of smorking turf, in the dark lit by the fire, in the warm dark, breathing the smell of the
peasants, air and rain and turf and corduroy. But, O, the road there between the trees was

dark! You would be lost in the dark. It made him afraid to think of how it was (15).
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The cars drove past the chapel and all caps were raised. They drove merrily along the
country roads. The drivers pointed with their whips to Bodenstown. The fellow cheered.
They passed the farmhouse of the Jolly Farmer. Cheer after cheer after cheer. Through
Clane they drove, cheering and cheered. The peasant women stood at the halfdoors, the
men stood here and there. The lovely smell there was in the wintry air: the smell of Clane:

rain and wintry air and turf smouldering and corduroy (17).
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The last words of Davin’s story sang in his memory and the figure of the woman in the
story stood forth, reflected in other figures of the peasant women whom he had seen
standing in the doorways at Clane as the college cars drove by, as a type of her race and
his own, a batlike soul walking to the consciousness of itself in darkness and secrecy and
loneliness and, through the eyes and voice and gesture of a woman without guile, calling

the stranger to her bed (198).

TAIALYDHFEPSAT A =T YOREOFD TEROLELL ) ORPBHORENS, #
DEFELVHEOHZETRIC L — AN BT EOELE >, ZNURavEVD LI
KM CcHEEMBEORTHS DEHROLEPICHE BTV Hlof X —VICEEZTmI o T w3

—40-



TANLT Y FOERNEA XA =B THDE, ZREPNOEHFOELLETRL TS, THY
H & o 1Rt o A (a type of her race and his own); ¢ L TEWEZI XN 2D TH 3, HE
BESEou— 2 e EPHEN R EE A2 T BERNAEMEBEICES D> T w3

5. TR, o7 ANT v R, BHALL ZEHFRDO%

fEkoHZFENHIZ, HOER ERED 7o 2 2 oK@ ch s, SLay— -
wa:;hi\ﬂ%mﬁwiAﬁi\mﬁ%:iﬁﬁ%%<X®5:&@ﬁa®mE%§
BT 22 ENTER L DS, 2I2TWI TR 2Dk, RXENEEHE»SDH
P L O RELHER DO DR ) LI XREBWEN LT A TV T 47 4 Z @i T 2 5 4
Eb, 2Fh TROWE) BDEDLIXELbLNT IO, BRELTALI, "RDOME, %
KD 27 =T ROEANRD, HRBRICH KICHEL L5252 LIk,

AT 4= VD) ORXBLHAM-BIEHICE Db FTH LN, BB L @A
BHEICMULFEPHIATL %5, TAL 7 v FEEGHOLKENE L7V T F
WCHBFIC RS LIS, BEFEOGERZREOLZZEICHIT2E)IICMUBFHE OB ATL 3
DTH D, MTicks I e, BEREEGHEE) ICLE T2 2 L IXRXBOMBICEET 2 2 LI
BBHIEAHI,

While his mind had been pursuing its intangible phantoms and turning in irresolution from
such pursuit he had heard about him the constant voices of his father and of his masters,
urging him to be a gentleman above all things and urging him to be a good catholic

above all things. These voices had now come to be hollowsounding in his ears. When the
gymnasium had been opened he had heard another voice urging him to be strong and
manly and healthy and when the movement towards national revival had begun to be felt
in the college yet another voice had bidden him to be true to his country and help to raise
up her fallen language and tradition. In the profane world, as he foresaw, a worldly voice
would bid him raise up his father’s fallen state by his labours and, meanwhile, the voice of
his school comrades urged him to be a decent fellow, to shield others from blame or to beg

them off and to do his best to get free days for the school (88).
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And it was the dim of all these hollowsounding voices that made him halt irresolutely in
the pursuit of phantoms. He gave them ear only for a time but he was happy only when
he was far from them, beyond their call, alone or in the company of phantasmal comrades
(88-89).
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He listened without sympathy to his father’s evocation of Cork and of scenes of his youth,
a tale broken by sights or droughts from his pocketflask whenever the image of some dead
friend appeared in it or whenever the evoker remembered suddenly the purpose of his

actual visit. Stephen heard but could feel no pity (92).
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He heard the sob passing loudly down his father’s throat and opened his eyes with a
nervous impulse. The sunlight breaking suddenly on his sight turned the sky and clouds
into a fantastic world of somber masses with lakelike spaces of dark rosy light. His very
brain was sick and powerless. he could scarcely interpret the letters of the signboards of
the shops. By his monstrous way of life he seemed to have put himself beyond the limits
of reality. Nothing moved him or spoke to him from the real world unless he heard in it an

echo of the infuriated cries within him (98).
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He passed unchallenged among the docks and along the quays wondering at the multitude
of corks that lay bobbing on the surface of water in a thick yellow scum, at the crowds of
quay porters and the rumbling carts and the illdressed bearded policeman. The vastness
and strangeness of the life suggested to him by the bales of merchandise stocked along the
walls or swung aloft out of the holds of steamers walked again in him the unrest which had

sent him wandering in the evening from garden to garden in search of Mercedes (69).
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How foolish his aim had been! He had tried to build a breakwater of order and elegance
against the sordid tide of life without him and to dam up, by rules of conduct and active
interests and new filial relations, the powerful recurrence of the tides within him. Useless.
From without as from within the water had flowed over his barriers: their tides began once

more to jostle fiercely above the crumbled mole (104).
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