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Oscar Wilde's The Importance of Being Earnest on Railways, Sensational
Novels, Routinization of the World, Modernism
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We live, as I hope you know, Mr. Worthing, in an age of ideals. The fact is
constantly mentioned in the more expensive monthly magazines, and has
reached the provincial pulpits, I am told; and my ideal has always been
to love some one of the name of Ernest. There is something in that name
that inspires absolute confidence. The moment Algernon first mentioned
to me that he had a friend called Ernest, I knew I was destined to love

you. (262)
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You must not laugh at me, darling, but it had always been a girlish dream
of mine to love some one whose name was Ernest. [Algernon rises, Cecily
also.] There is something in that name that seems to inspire absolute

confidence. I pity any poor married woman whose husband is not called

Ernest. (284)
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Your vanity is ridiculous, your conduct an outrage, and your presence
in my garden utterly absurd. However, you have got to catch the four-
five, and I hope you will have a pleasant journey back to town. This

Bunburying, as you call it, has not been a great success for you. (370)
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A few weeks later, through the elaborate investigations of the Metropolitan
police, the perambulator was discovered at midnight, standing by itself
in a remote corner of Bayswater. It contained the manuscript of a three-

volume novel of more than usually revolting sentimentality (90) .
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