WHA T R BB AL B SOl 2023 Vol.16

The Great Gatsby in Circulation:
Commuter Trains, Automobiles, and The Midwest
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The city seen from the Queensboro Bridge is always the city seen for the first
time, in its first wild promise of all the mystery and the beauty in the world.
(65)
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“Anything can happen now that we've slid over this bridge," I thought;
“anything at all. . . ." (55)
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Over the great bridge, with the sunlight through the girders making a constant
flicker upon the moving cars, with the city rising up across the river in white
heaps and sugar lumps all built with a wish out of non-olfactory money. (55)
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Then I was lying half asleep in the cold lower level of the Pennsylvania Station,
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staring at the morning "Tribune" and waiting for the four o'clock train. (32)
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The next day was broiling, almost the last, certainly the warmest, of the
summer. As my train emerged from the tunnel into sunlight, only the hot
whistles of the National Biscuit Company broke the simmering hush at
noon. The straw seats of the car hovered on the shirtwaist, and then, as her
newspaper dampened under her fingers, lapsed despairingly into deep heat

with a desolate cry. Her pocket-book slapped to the floor.

"Oh, my!" she gasped. (91)
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"It was on the two little seats facing each other that are always the last ones
left on the train. I was going up to New York to see my sister and spend the
night. He had on a dress suit and patent leather shoes and I couldn't keep my
eyes off him but every time he looked at me I had to pretend to be looking at
the advertisement over his head. When we came into the station he was next
to me and his white shirt-front pressed against my arm—and so I told him I'd
have to call a policeman, but he knew I lied. I was so excited that when I got
into a taxi with him I didn't hardly know I wasn't getting into a subway train.
All T kept thinking about, over and over, was "You can't live forever, you can't
live forever.' " (31)
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One of my most vivid memories is of coming back West from prep school
and later from college at Christmas time. Those who went farther than Chicago
would gather in the old dim Union Station at six 0’clock of a December
evening, with a few Chicago friends, already caught up into their own holiday
gayeties, to bid them a hasty good-by. I remember the fur coats of the girls
returning from Miss This-or-That’s and the chatter of frozen breath and the
hands waving overhead as we caught sight of old acquaintances, and the
matchings of invitation: “Are you going to the Ordways? The Herseys? The
Schultzes?* And the long green tickets clasped tight in our gloved hands. And.
last the murky yellow cars of the Chicago Milwaukee and St. Paul Railroad
looking cheerful as Christmas itself on the tracks beside the gate.
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